CLAIMS 

1/ A vehicle seat comprising: 

• a seat proper; 

■ a back presenting at least a folding portion 
capable of pivoting to a limited extent about a first 
transverse horizontal axis between a raised position for 
use and a position in which it is folded down forwards; 

• a rigid plate connecting the folding portion of 
the back to the seat proper; and 

• a control mechanism adapted to lock the folding 
portion of the back either in the raised position or in 
the folded-down position, said control mechanism 
including a control piece actuatable by a user to unlock 
said folding portion of the back; 

wherein the control piece is pivotally mounted on 
the folding portion of the back about a second transverse 
horizontal axis parallel to the first axis, said control 
piece being urged resiliently in a first angular 
direction about the second axis towards a rest position 
and being movable by a user in a second angular direction 
opposite to the first away from its rest position into an 
actuated position, said control piece having an S-shaped 
guide slot within which a guide peg secured to the rigid 
plate is received, said slot comprising: 

• a curved middle portion adapted to receive the peg 
when the control piece is in the actuated position, said 
middle portion being disposed between the first and 
second axes and extending between first and second ends 
in the vicinity of which the peg is to be found 
respectively in the raised position and in the folded- 
down position of the folding portion of the back, said 
middle portion of the slot being disposed to extend in a 
substantially circumferential direction about the first 
axis when the control piece is in the actuated position; 

• a first lateral branch which communicates with the 
first end of the middle portion of the slot and which 
extends in the second angular direction substantially 
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circumf erentially about the second axis to a closed end 
which is adapted to receive the peg when the folding 
portion of the back is in the raised position and the 
control piece is in the rest position, the first branch 
5 of the slot being adapted then to lock the folding 
portion of the back in its raised position; and 

• a second lateral branch communicating with the 
second end of the middle portion of the slot and 
extending in said angular direction substantially 
10 circumf erentially about the second axis, to a closed end 
which is adapted to receive the peg when the folding 
portion of the back is in the folded-down position and 
the control piece is in the rest position, the second 
O branch of the slot being adapted then to lock the folding 

15 portion of the back in the folded-down position. 
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% 2/ A seat according to claim 1, in which the middle 

portion of the slot is circularly arcuate in shape, being 
centered on the first axis when the control piece is in 

s 

(*& 20 its actuated position. 

m 

12 3/ A seat according to claim 1, in which the end of the 

O second lateral branch of the slot co-operates with the 

middle portion of the slot to define a catch which comes 
25 into contact with the peg when the folding portion of the 
back is in its folded-down position and the control piece 
is in its rest position, said catch being shaped to bear 
against the peg and prevent said peg from sliding into 
the middle portion of the slot when the folding portion 
30 of the back is urged towards its raised position. 

4/ A seat according to claim 1, in which the lateral 
branches of the slot are disposed so as to extend 
substantially radially relative to the first axis of 
35 rotation in opposite directions from said middle portion 
of the slot when the control piece is in the actuated 
position . 
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5/ A seat according to claim 1, in which the control 
piece comprises a guide member for co-operating with a 
guide surface formed on the rigid plate to enable the peg 
5 to be substantially centered within the guide slot of the 
control piece when said control piece is in its actuated 
position . 

6/ A seat according to claim 5, in which the guide 
10 surface of the rigid plate is defined between two notches 
in which the guide member of the control piece is 
received when the folding portion of the back is in its 
raised position or its folded-down position so as to 

Q enable the control piece to be urged resiliently into its 

fc g 15 rest position. 
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"J 7/ A seat according to claim 1, in which the distance 

measured between the first axis of rotation and the base 

m 

fa of either one of the lateral branches of the guide slot 

fnb 20 corresponds to substantially the distance as measured 
^ between said first axis of rotation and the end of the 

ru 

L_a. other lateral branch of said slot. 
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